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DRASTA: A yearly magazine of K C Das Commerce College edited by Debasish
Buragohain and Sankarjyoti Choudhury, published by K C Das Commerce
College Literary Forum, published on 2025.
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THE STORY OF BIRTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF
K C DAS COMMERCE COLLEGE

I. THE BIRTH OF AN IDEA :

In 1982, there was only one college to cater to
the needs of the students opting for commerce
stream in their post school studies in the expanding
city of Guwahati. This made it difficult and
expensive to pursue the study of commerce for
many willing and deserving students living in the
western part of Guwahati.

At this juncture a great need was felt for a
college imparting commerce education.

Realizing that the progress in trade and
commerce and economic development of the state is
linked to the abundance of scholars in the field of
commerce of the great city of Guwahati, the
gateway to the seven north eastern state, the public
of west Guwahati keenly felt that they should start
another commerce college to satisfy the desire and
demand of a sizable number of students who wanted
to pursue their studies in commerce subjects nearer
their home.

The 19th of February, 1982 was a memorable
day for the college as on that day a public meeting
was held at Sona Ram Higher Secondary School. It
was in this meeting, that the unique decision was
taken that west Guwahati would have its own
commerce college.

A strong steering committee to augment the
organization of the college was formed with
unanimous public approval. The committee was
formed with Prof. Raihan Shah as President, Prof.
Chandramal Kakati & Dr. Shyam Sundar Harlalka
as Vice-President, Shri Paresh Pathak as Secretary
and Shri Dinesh Barooah as Treasurer and a few
members. The meeting proposed to call this new
college Kamrup Commerce College. The steering
committee made necessary preparation (o start the
college during the 1982-83 academic session.

Dhirendra Nath Kalit,

But this initial public enthusiasm wjq
dampened when the Gauhati University in 4
notification published in the news papers ang
circular cautioned the people not to start any college
without prior permission from the University. Under
the circumstances many members of the committee
were alarmed and a special meeting of the steering
committee was held on August 1, 1982 to discuss
the circular. Though most of the members expressed
their opinion against starting the college in view of
the Gauhati University circular, I along with Late
Dwijen Talukdar, Paresh Pathak, Late Bhubaneswar
Talukdar strongly supported the earlier decision to
start the college from the 1982-83 session but in
vain. Further the meeting dissolved the steering
committee and the noble idea of starting a new
academic institution nearly came to an end.

But this decision did not dishearten the four of
us and we were determined to start the second
commerce college of Guwahati in the next academic
session.

Determined, we held a meeting under candle-
light at the Haripriya L. P. School, Kumarpara on
the evening of September 20th, 1982 and chalked
out the plan and program to motivate people and
mobilize support towards establishing our dream. In
this meeting we were joined by another avid
supporter, Mr Bhupen Deka to further our cause.

Accordingly, we put our idea to the public in a
meeting held on August 8th, 1983 at Pragjyotish
College and after a thorough discussion on the
Gauhati University circular and other matters; a
strong sponsoring committee was formed to start the
dream  project. The sponsoring committee
comprised of driven and dedicated men and woman
of the locality who took this noble cause to their
heart and who were well known educationalists and
social workers.
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The Sponsoring Committee :

|, President : Principal Tarini Kanta Baruah
9. Secretary : Shri Paresh Pathak
3. Members : a. Shri Dhirendra Nath Kalita
b. Late Dwijen Talukdar
¢. Late Bhubaneswar Talukdar
d. Mrs. Minati Chaudhury
¢. Shri Bhupen Deka
f. Shri Kali Charan Das

As time was very short, the committee
members made a frantic fund collection drive for the
college fund. Mrs. Minati Chaudhury, a noted social
worker and member of the sponsoring committee
suggested that the committee could approach
Engineer industrialist, her husband Mr. Ramesh
Chandra Chaudhury for a handsome donation. We
approached Mr. Ramesh Chandra Chaudhury, a
large hearted industrialist of Bharalumukh,
Guwahati, who was happy and thanked us for taking
the trouble to start another commerce college in the
expanding Guwahai city and readily expressed his
willingness to meet the initial cost for the
functioning of the college.

The financial burden that Shri Ramesh
Chandra Chaudhury shouldered rightly over-
whelmed us and we decided in the meeting held on
September 2, 1983 to rename the college after the
name of his most revered father, Late Keshab
Chandra Das.

It will be pertinent to mention here that Late
K.C. Das was born on 1878 and died on 1950. He
was a brilliant scholar, graduating from Calcutta
University in Arts in 1906 when Ashutosh
Mukharjee was the Vice-Chancellor. Late Das was
an educationalist par excellence and joined his
service as DI in Nowgaon, He retired as Inspector of
Schools taking charge from the illustrious Late Sarat
Chandra Goswami on his promotion as the then
DPL of Assam. After retirement, the Govt. of
Assam entusted Late Das the responsibility to
prepare the education manual for re-orientation of
the education policy of Assam.

The Sponsoring Body was grateful to Shri
Ramesh Chandra Chaudhury and his family for this
noble gesture and co-opted him as the donor
member (later treasurer) and Shri Anup Kumar Das

Z::)@C

as member of the Sponsoring Body. In another
meeting Prof. Abul Laise and Shri Surendra Nath
Sarma, Principal Sona Ram H.S. School were also
co-opted as members of the Sponsoring Body.

1. THE INCEPTION AND FUNCTIONING OF
THE SECOND COMMERCE COLLEGE :

The Sponsoring Committec decided to start the
college from 1983-84 session at Sona Ram Higher
Secondary School. Accordingly we applied for
permission to the school authority for accommo-
dating the K C Das Commerce College to hold
classes in the evening shift. The school as per
resolution of their Managing Committee meeting
held on May 25th, 1982 generously gave permission
to hold commerce classes in the evening in the
school premises from September 9th, 1983. The
dream was realized and the second commerce
college in Guwahati came into existence.

It is noteworthy to mention that the authority
of the Sona Ram Higher Secondary School were
always ready and willing in extending their helping
hand towards any cultural or educational efforts that
took place in west Guwahati area.

We appointed Shri Uma Kanta Sarma, retired
D.PIL as the Principal and made necessary
arrangements to start classes. On the auspicious day
of November 7th, 1983, the first year Higher
Secondary classes in commerce started in the
evening shift with a simple ceremony attended by
many social workers, educationist and senior
citizens of Guwahati. The first class lecture was
delivered by Prof Abul Laise on a topic in the
English syllabus. Twenty five students were
admitted on the very first day of the admission
process and this swelled to 127 during the academic
session.

III. PROCUREMENT OF LAND FOR THE

COLLEGE :

However for the development of an institution
many hurdles and challenges have to be overcome.
Non availability of a campus or its own building
hampered further development of the college. It is
worth mentioning here that we received help from
Mr Bhupen Deka in obtaining permission for the
college from Gauhati University.
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We made serious efforts to find a vacant plot of
Government land and applied to the State
Government  for land allotment. Due to our
perseverance, the revenue department, Government
of Assam by a letter No. RSS/61/87/27 dt. 29th
December, 1987 allotted a plot of land to K.C. Das
Commerce College near the district jail, dag no.
1225 and 1128 block 2 Guwahati Sahar of Guwahati
Mauja. The total area of the land was 3 bigha 5
lechas. We are also thankful to Shri Thaneswar
Boro, the then Revenue Minister, Govt. of Assam
for helping the college in getting in allotment of the
plot. As per the allotment, the district authority
handed over the plot of land to the college. Though
most part of the land allotted came under a pond
measuring 14 ft. deep, we started planning the
development of the land and the buildings and
engaged trucks to fill up the approach road and the
land with earth. At this juncture, it was painful to
know that the revenue department, Govt. of Assam
in a letter No. RSS.61/87/33 dated 16th March,
1989 cancelled the allotment of land to K C Das
Commerce College for reasons best known to them.
Though this letter hurt the entire college
community, our spirit and efforts could not be
dampened. We continued with our sincere efforts
with new vigor and further approached the new
covernment headed by late Sri Hiteswar Saikia.

On March 12th, 1990, Dr T.K. Barua, the
President of the Governing Body of the college
passed away. It was a serious blow to us. Thereafter
we unanimously selected Shri Ramendra Narayan
Kalita, who was then the local M.L.A. as the new
President of the Governing Body of the college.

The then Chief Minister, Late Hiteswar Saikia
took great interest and initiative and telephoned the
then revenue minster Late Mukut Sarma. Late
Sarma was kind enough to consider our request and
in a letter from the revenue department, Govt. of
Assam No. RSS.288/92/11 dated Dispur 5th June,
1992 allotted 10 (ten) bighas of land at Guwahati
Mauja, Guwahati Sahar No. 2 Chalabeel, Charibari
near Gosala, 771 (kha) to K.C. Das Commerce
College. The district authority vide letter No.
KRS.27/88/157 K dt. 6/7/1992 and the Govt. of

Assam’s letter no. RSS.288/92/11 dt. 5/6/1997
physically handed over the land to us.

IV. DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS OF THE

COLELGE LAND

The land allotted to the college was centrally
located but was a low lying and marshy area,
Further there was no approach road. We had to face
many obstacles such as encroachment in addition to
non availability of approach road while developing
the plot in order to make it suitable for construction
of the college building. The most important factor
for development of the college land was the
approach road. After careful scrutiny in the Deputy
Commissioner’s Office and Settlement Office, we
found in the trace map that the drain was supposed ‘
to be 29 feet wide. However, a major portion of that
drain was encroached. We realized that we could
still build the approach road by clearing the illegal
encroachments and without hurting the drain’s free
flow of water. With this idea, we approached the
District Authority and we convinced them to take
necessary measures for opening and widening the |
road. After overcoming this initial hurdle, we 5
opened the approach road. Since trucks could not :
reach the spot, we filled up the low lying area by
head carriage of earth. The development of the
college land was started on November 5, 1992.

But the troubles faced by the college were not
over yet. The encroachers were alarmed and blocked
the ongoing construction of the approach road with
the help of the Guwahati Municipality Corporation.
On hearing this, I rushed to the spot, accompanied
by Shri Naba Kumar Goswami, lecturer and Shri
Paresh Kalita, Supervisor and faced the mob with
courage and determination. With convincing
arguments and showing the relevant documents, we
cleared the blockade.

We tackled the encroachment problem of the
college very carefully and tactfully. Once the
boundary of the plot was identified by the
Settlement Department and Deputy Commissioner’s
Office, the encroachers were identified and We
approached each and every encroacher individually
and requested them to vacate the college land |
occupied by them for greater public interest. Some |
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readily complied and some vehemently opposed.
Against all odds, we finally managed to position the
poundary pillars on all the sides of the college land.

As the allotted plot was marshy and low lying
of about 14 feet deep, a large amount of earth was
required. Earth filling was started by truck loads on
war footing.

To speed up the development of the land and
construction of the buildings, a Construction
Committee was formed in October, 1992.

The Construction Committee :

Shri Ramendra Narayan Kalita
Shri Dhirendra Nath Kalita
Shri Ramesh Chandra Chaudhury
Mrs. Minati Chaudhury
Shri Paresh Pathak
Shri Bhubaneswar Talukdar
Shri Anil Kalita
Shri Kulanath Chutia
(Technical)

9. Shri Bhupen Deka

10. Shri Anand Aiyer

11. Shri Prabhat Ch. Kakati

12. Shri Naba Kumar Goswami

But obstructions in developing the land were
not over yet. The public in general welcomed the
proposed construction of an educational institution.
But on the March 20th, 1993 some people illegally
hampered the progress of the work by obstructing
trucks carrying earth to the college plot. They even
threatened to assault if further work was continued.
With no other option left, we approached the district
authority for security. The District authority directed
the police department vide letter no KMJ/64/93/7
dt. 7.4.1993, to provide security and render all
possible assistance to us. We received help and
security from the district authority and police.

However the approach road construction again
ran into some serious trouble. Some people
submitted a memorandum dated 26.3.1993 to the
district authority alleging that the college approach
road construction obstructed the drain into Sarusala
beel. The district authority discussed the matter
with the G.M.C. and in a letter no KAM/8/92/104
dated 26th May, 1993 ordered us to stop
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- Member
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construction without any consultation with us. They
prohibited us from filling earth on the ap.proach road
and in fact asked us to remove all previously filled
up carth and clear the passage of water, under the
impression that our road had blocked the flow. We
were allowed to construct the approach road to lhc
college from south east side of the Surusala hgel in
consultation with the Circle Officer, Guwahati.

In reference to the order mentioned above, we
in a letter dated 9th June, 1993 to the district
authority stated that there was no alternative
approach road to the college and that the present
approach road was wide enough to provide 5 meters
for the road and 4 meters for drain. After repeated
appeals and representations and submission of
documents, we convinced the Deputy Commissioner
to allow the construction of the approach road by
the side of the drain and the earlier order was
modified by a new order no. KAM.18/92/108 dt.
29.6.1993. We were allowed to carry earth to the
college site through the approach road opposite the
Gosala gate by the side of the drain. We were
greatly relieved and continued the land development
activities.

Within a few months, some people again
complained that the college blocked the drain often
and based on their complaint, the Deputy
Commissioner, Kamrup in the letter No. KAM-18/
92/2933-37 dt. 19 October, 1993 directed us to
clean the drain and warned us that serious action
would be taken if the drain was not cleared up to
maintain the free flow of water in the future. We had
to give a written assurance to that effect. By this
time, we were wary of all the foul play and
unnecessary obstruction. Eventually the approach
road construction was complete.

Though the entire burden of the problem and
the initial expenditure of the approach road were
borne by us, later on some expenditure of the
approach road was equally borne by us and the
Lions Club of Guwahati for the Lions Eye Hospital
project.

V. FOUNDATION LAYING CEREMONY ON
19TH NOVEMBER, 1993 :
The foundation of the college building was laid
on November 19th, 1993 with a simple ceremony. It
was a great relief to us that after 10 long years, the
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college could finally start the construction of a
building in its own land at Sarusala Beel, Chatribari,
Guwabhati. Filling up of earth and construction of
building went on simultaneously. It is noteworthy to
mention that a new technique of construction with
matured bhaluka bamboo pilling was introduced on
the advice of our technical member, Mr. K.N.
Chutia. This method minimized the construction
expenditure to a great extent.

VI. PROGRESS OF THE COLLEGE : ACADEMIC
AND ITS INFRA-STRUCTURE :

We gave great importance to academic matters
from the start. Students were admitted in the college
by the admission committee formed by manage-
ment. Classes were held regularly except when
disturbed by load shedding. Strict discipline was
maintained in the college campus. Though initially
few teachers were appointed on temporary basis
subsequently teachers were appointed as per rule on
the basis of merit through advertisement and
interview. Also, in the case of appointment of
college Principal, quality was given top priority.
Late Umakanta Sarma retired D.PI. of Assam was
the first Principal of the College. He was followed
by Shri Purna Kanta Bordoloi, retired Vice-Principal
of Gauhati Commerce College. On 1994, August,
Dr. Bandhu Ram Deka was appointed as Principal
of the college. But during the gap periods Shri
Paresh Pathak and Mrs. Minati Chaudhury
functioned as Principal-in-charge of the college.
After the resignation of Dr. Bandhu Ram Deka, the
senior most lecturer of the college Dr. Swabera
Islam was appointed as Principal in-charge by the
Governing Body. In a meeting held on May 9th,
1994 the Governing Body of the college gave me
the responsibility of Secretary, Governing Body, in
addition to my existing role as Convenor of the
Construction Committee for speedy development of
the college infrastructure and better co-ordination. I
had to take the dual charge of Secretary, Governing
Body and Convenor, Construction Committee of the
college during the most critical period of the
college.

Another important factor that we
maintained strict discipline among the teachers and

was

students and provided maximum facility for |
academic pursuit for both teachers and students. A
a result there were no major problems with the
teachers and students. This culture continued and
became stronger over the years.

While Sona Ram Higher Secondary Schoo|
authority was kind enough and co-operative iy
allowing KC Das Commerce College to hold
classes, the college had to face many problems,
particularly the power failures and lack of
accommodation of class rooms. Under the
circumstances, we decided to shift the college to its
own land and building at the earliest. Since May
1994, the Construction Committee had started the
work of filling earth and construction of buildings
on war footing with college fund and large amounts
of financial help from donor Shri Ramesh Chandra
Chaudhury.

Although the boundary demarcation was
almost completed, a portion of the college plot on
southern side was still occupied by Shri Gopinath
Deka Majhi who had not yet vacated it. So the
college management applied for a solution for this
portion of college land and accordingly the Circle
Officer, Guwahati Circle, along with his staff visited
the site on 9th February, 1994 at 10 AM. and
demarcated the boundary in presence and help of the
Governing Body members, college staff and
students and fixed the boundary pillars. But even
after demarcating the college land, Mr. Majhi did
not vacate the land which measured 2 Katha 10
lechas. As a result, after demarcation of the
boundary by the govt. official, the college authority,
staff and student asserted its right by removing
Majhi’s materials to his side and erected a semi
permanent fencing and temporary shed over the land
as a mark of occupation. For this action Mr. Majhi
filed a case no. 63m/94 in the court of Shri D. Boro,
Executive Magistrate, Guwahati against me, Shri
Naba Goswami and Late Surajit Mitra. The case
continued far long time but ultimately Mr. Gopinath
Deka Majhi had to accept the legal claim of the
college and also extended his co-operation in all the
development activities of the college.

In all these problems regarding the occupation
of the land, Shri Anil Kalita, a social worker and an
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energetic young man of the locality stood sohdly
pehind us and helped us with the infrastructure
development. He was co-opted as a member of the
construction committee of the college and he
deserves thanks from us. Mention must be made of
the help and co-operation extended by the teacher’s
unit of the college under the able Presidentship of
Dr. Swabera Islam.

As mentioned above the college had to face
many problems in developing the land to be made
suitable for construction of buildings. We had to
make extra effort to build the approach road to the
college and special care was also taken for the
drainage system of the area and the entire area gave
a great boost to the environment. Thanks to the
construction  Committee of the college, the
development of the plot and building construction
works progressed on a war footing. It is to be noted
that the construction of the college building, to
accommodate all classes was completed within a
record time of 7 months as stipulated.

The college management, teachers, students
and all well wishers could heave a sign of relief
when at last the college so long functioning at the
Sona Ram H.S. School could shift permanently to
its own land and building on November 30th,1994
after performing a puja with simple ceremony. The
college had all the five classes - two years Higher
Secondary and Three Years T.D.C. classes of
commerce stream. T.D.C. classes in the college had
started from the session 1987-88.

It is very satisfying to all that after much
sacrifice and hard work we were able to fulfill much
of the conditions required for the progress and
development of the college. As a result, the college
secured the T.D.C. Part-1 affiliation from Gauhati
University  with  the concurrence  from  the
government. We cherished the hope that similar
support would be accorded by the Gauhati
University and the government (O enable  this
institution to achieve a permanent place in the field
of commerce education. In the mean time, the
college authorities prepared itself for Part-11
affiliation and government concurrence. Mr. Dilip
Choudhury, Inspector of colleges, DHE visited the
college on December 13th, 1994 and highly
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appreciated  the  academic  performance,  the
management., teaching and non-teaching staff and
assured a good recommendation for  govt.
concurrence and a handsome grant from the Govt.
of Assam. Dr. D.D. Bharali of Gauhati University
also visited the college and inspected all accounts
and academic matters, staff pattern and students for
recommendation for Part-II affiliation. Thus the
college reached the last leg of requirements to get
recognisation from Gauhati University and the
government for getting the deficit grants in aid
status.

VII. REGULARIZATION OF TEACHING AND
NON-TEACHING STAFF :

Since, it was a venture college some of the
teachers were also engaged in other occupations
(services, business etc.). In order to correct the
structure of the staff pattern, the teachers who had
additional occupation were asked to choose whether
they would continue working in the college or go
with their other occupation. Immediately, most of
the teachers chose the option of remaining in the
college. The only member who resigned was Late
Surajit Mitra who was a lecturer in the Accountancy
Department as well as a practicing lawyer.

VIII. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT OF THE
COLLEGE :

It is significant to note that KC Das
Commerce College was not dependent on public
donations like other new colleges. With a few
exceptions, all infrastructure development, building
constructions, salary to the staff and other
expenditure were paid out of the fee and other
income of the college and also from the donor's
contribution. The philanthropist donor was never
hesitant to release any amount required for the
development of the college.

We maintained strict financial discipline in the
management of the college. The daily income of the
college was accounted for and deposited in the
bank. Further all receipts and expenditures of the
college were periodically placed in the Governing
Body meeting for information and approval. All
construction and  development schemes were
approved by Governing Body. Though some vicious
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circles tried to harm the college with false
allegations, they could not succeed in materializing
their unholy intentions as documents and receipts
were crystal clear and all finances were accounted to
the penny. The Budget for every year was prepared
by Governing Body and implemented accordingly.
Further the accounts of the college were transparent.
During this period, the accounts were maintained by
the teaching staffs on my behalf. I would like to
give special thanks to Sri Prabhat Ch. Kakati, Sri
Naba Kumar Goswami and Sri Bijoy Kalita for their
help and cooperation in maintaining the college
accounts.

Passing through all these vicissitudes, the K.C.
Das Commerce College now stands on its own legs.
It is needless to say that all these achievements
could only happen due to the untiring and sustained
efforts of all the pioneers, the large hearted donors
and with all the support and sincere co-operation of
the college teaching and non-teaching staff, workers,
students and other well wishers from the public.
Given this help, sympathy and co-operation, the
college can now be assured of further success due to
the bright academic performance of its students.
While, the teaching members would continue to
provide the inspiration needed as their profession
demands. Let the K C Das Commerce College shine
as the pioneer institution of commerce and business
education in the light of present day demand for
economic, industrial and commercial progress for
the benefit of Assam.

I would like to acknowledge the valuable
services provided by the following teachers, who are
no longer with the college, during the period 1983
to 1996.

Mr. Jitu Medhi. M.Com., a local youth
Mr. Babul Talukdar
Late Prof. Godadhar Sarma, Assamese Dept.
served till his death.
Late Md. Rahim Box in English Dept.
Mrs. Dipali Devi, Geography Dept. released as
the subject is not included in commerce
stream.
Mr. Dhiraj Das, Mathematics Dept.
Mrs. Debajani Teran, Bengali Dept.
Mrs. Jonali Choudhury, English Dept.
. Mr. Prasanta Sarma, Management Dept.
. Mr. Bhupen Bora

C——
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It is very painful that some of the founge,
members and pioneers of this college are no more in
this world. With deep gratitude, I would [ike to
thank them for their selfless service to the college-

1. Late Tarini Kanta Baruah, founder President,
Sponsoring Body.
Late Dwijen Talukdar, Social worker anq
founder member of the college.
Late Bhubaneswar Talukdar, Social worker anq
founder member of the college.
Late Dr. Kalicharan Das, founder member and
educationist.

The members of the last Governing Body of
the KC Das Commerce College before the
formation of the Governing Body by the
Government in 1996 were as follows :

Shri Ramendra Narayan Kalita—President
Shri Dhirendra Nath Kalita—Secretary

Shri Ramesh Chandra Chaudhury-Donor, Treasurer
Principal in-chage Swabera Islam-Member
Mrs. Minati Chaudhury-Member

Shri Paresh Pathak-Member

Shri Bhubaneswar Talukdar—-Member

Shri Bhupen Deka-Member

Prof. Abul Laise-Member

Shri Naba Kumar Goswami-Member

Shri Radheshyam Tiwari-Member

While pace of infrastructural development and
academic matters were progressing well to achieve
the goal, the government of Assam in a letter no.
G(A)GB.11/90/2 dt. 22nd January, 1996, vide govt.
notification no. ECL.11/76/20 dt. 10/11/70 and No.
ECL.11/76/pt/10 dt. 16.5.1978 constituted a
Governing Body for three years. Thus the pioneers
and founder members that established this second
commerce college after overcoming all the problems
and had laid the solid foundation of the college were
relieved. The pioneers were finally happy that K C
Das Commerce College, which stood firmly with
the financial backing from students and the donor,
would get more financial backing from the govt. and
the U.G.C. which would minimize the suffering of
the teaching and non-teaching staff of the college.
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IX. KC DAS COMMERCE COLLEGE TODAY :

Dr. Hitesh Deka was appointed as the Principal
in 1997. Dr Deka is a young and energetic man, a
good administrator and a brilliant academician with
a dynamic personality and vision. With help and co-
operation from the Governing Body, teachers,
students and the public, Dr Deka, within a short
period, brought recognition to the college as one of
the best in the North East in the field of commerce.

Moreover.the brilliant results of Miss Sunaina
Jain and Miss Monty Agarwal securing the fourth

and fifth ranks respectively, in the HS final
examination, 2008 and Miss Gunjan' Haralalka
securing the first position in Management in the
B.Com final examination, 2008, from Gauhati
University set a new record of Excellence in the
Academic arena of the college during the Silver
Jubilee year 2007-2008.

Thus, the seed that was sown in a candle-lit
meeting on September 20th, 1982 finally saw the
light of the day and continues to grow and flourish. O
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The writer is @ Founder-member and Ex-Secretary in the Governing Body of K C Das Commerce College &
Retired Principal, North Guwahati College.
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ENGLISH SECTION : ARTICLE

Tea is more than just a beverage in India; it is both a cultural marker
and a vital component of the economy. No other crop enjoys such
a commanding position on the global stage. Among India’s tea-
producing states, Assam holds unparalleled importance...

Tea, Identity, and Change :

Cultural Shifts among Assam’s Plantation Communities

Debasish Buragohain

Tea is more than just a beverage in India; it is
both a cultural marker and a vital component of the
economy. No other crop enjoys such a commanding
position on the global stage. Among India’s tea-pro-
ducing states, Assam holds unparalleled importance,
contributing the majority of national output and
shaping international perceptions of Indian tea.
Known for its robust, malty flavour, Assam tea has
carved an irreplaceable niche in global markets.
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Unique among tea-produc-
ing regions, Assam also
boasts its own indigenous
variety, Camellia assamica
(Majumder et al.).

Yet the splendour of
Assam’s tea exports conceals
the complex reality of those
who labour to cultivate it.
The plantation workers,
numbering in the millions across the
state, form a community that is si-
multaneously marginalised and indis-
pensable. Their contribution to the
economy is unquestionable, but their
social and cultural worlds remain
relatively invisible to mainstream nar-
ratives. A study of their lives—par-
ticularly within the Dejoo Tea Estate
of Lakhimpur district—reveals a
society negotiating between tradition
and transformation, continuity and
modernisation.

The origins of the tea worker
community in Assam are inseparable
from the colonial encounter. When
Robert Bruce discovered tea in the
region in 1823, it set in motion a se-
ries of events culminating in British
annexation under the Treaty of
Yandabo in 1826 (“Treaty of
Yandabo”). The establishment of tea
estates across the fertile plains of the
Brahmaputra valley required a steady
workforce. Local populations were
deemed unsuitable or unwilling for
plantation labour, prompting plant-

ers to recruit labourers from states
such as Odisha, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, and Bihar (Tanti).

These labourers, largely from

landless and marginalised groups,
were transported under harsh con-
ditions. Over time, they settled pet-
manently in the estates, creating com-
munities that blended multiple
ethnicities, languages, and traditions.
Today, more than sixty castes and
sub-castes are represented among
them (Kurmi). The Dejoo Tea Es-
tate, established in 1884 and now
managed by Goodricke Tea, houses
around 5,000 workers from more
than twenty ethnic groups
(“Goodricke”). Despite their varied
origins, they have created a cultural
identity that is both distinctive and
hybrid.

Food provides one of the
clearest insights into cultural conti-
nuity and adaptation. Rice and roti
form the staple diet, accompanied by
vegetables such as aubergines, beans,
radishes, and potatoes. Protein
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comes from fish, poultry, goats, pigs,
and—foraged sources such as snails
and insects. Seasonal fruits like man-
goes, jackfruit, and pineapples bring
variety, while spices such as ginger,
turmeric, and coriander add flavour
(Tasa). Among the most distinctive
features is haria, a fermented rice-
based beverage consumed at festivals
and social gatherings. While younger
generations are increasingly drawn to
commercial liquor, haria persists as
a symbol of identity.

Dress reflects a similar balance
of tradition and modernity. Women
traditionally wear the adibasi sari in
bright colours, complemented with
floral adornments, while men favour
dhotis and turbans during ceremo-
nies. Over recent decades, however,
modern attire such as jeans, T-shirts,
and churidars has become common,
especially among the youth. The de-
cline of traditional weaving—once
important in regions like Udalguri—
is emblematic of broader shifts
(Adhikari).

Festivals remain a cornerstone
of plantation life. The Karam festi-
val, centred on tree worship, is cel-
ebrated with fasting, songs, and the
Jhumur dance. Tusu Puja, associated
with harvest traditions, is observed
with song and food-sharing, while
Line Puja emphasises community
protection and prosperity. Alongside
these, Hindu celebrations such as
Durga Puja, Kali Puja, and Diwali,
and Christian festivals like Christmas,
reflect the region’s religious diversity.
Interestingly, in the estates Diwali
retalns a strong agrarian meaning:
cattle are decorated, fed rice, and
worshipped, reflecting continuity
with older folk practices (Gogoi).

Life-cycle rituals in plantation
communities continue to draw on
deep reservoirs of folk belief. Amu-
lets are often given to pregnant
women, marriages are timed accord-
ing to auspicious days and clan com-
patibility, and elaborate funeral rites
guide the soul’s passage to heaven.

Life-cycle rituals in
plantation communi-
ties continue to draw
on deep reservoirs of

folk belief.
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of external pressures.

Daily practices are also shaped by
taboos, such as abstaining from meat
on particular days or forbidding the
unmarried to plant fruit trees.
Though
categorised as superstition, these

sometimes

practices provide a sense of order
and cultural continuity. They also
serve as a form of cultural resistance,
ensuring that plantation workers
maintain distinctive traditions in the
face of external pressures.

Education has historically been
limited among tea workers, but lit-
eracy rates are now rising. Schools
established in the Dejoo area since
the mid-twentieth century have con-
tributed to this improvement, and
growing numbers of young people
pursue further studies in nearby
towns. Education not only raises as-
pirations but also serves as a medium
through which cultural change and
modernisation filter into plantation
life.

Healthcare provision has also
seen improvements. The Dejoo Tea
Estate Hospital, recognised as
Assam’s best tea estate hospital in

Though sometimes categorised as superstition, these prac-
tices provide a sense of order and cultural continuity. They
also serve as a form of cultural resistance, ensuring that
plantation workers maintain distinctive traditions in the face

2018, illustrates how state and cor-
porate efforts are increasingly di-
rected towards welfare (“Assam:
Dejoo Tea Estate Hospital”). With
modern facilities and thirty beds, it
represents a significant leap forward
compared with earlier neglect.
Globalisation has brought both
opportunities and challenges. Tradi-
tional festivals continue, but many
are influenced by mainstream
Assamese and pan-Indian practices.
Bihu, in particular, has grown in
prominence, sometimes overshad-
owing older rituals like Karam or
Tusu (Adhikari). Food habits too are
shifting, with processed foods and
bottled beverages eroding the cen-
trality of local produce and drinks.
Clothing is another visible in-
dicator of change. While elders con-
tinue to favour saris and dhotis,
younger generations embrace mod-
ern attire, signalling aspirations for
integration with wider society. Agri-
culture has likewise transformed:
tractors and mechanised tools have
replaced cattle in ploughing, while
livestock practices have adapted to
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modern health concerns (Tanti).

Yet, modernisation does not
simply erase tradition. Many customs
endure in adapted forms, coexisting
with modern influences. Rituals, oral
traditions, and festivals continue to
anchor plantation communities in
their cultural past, even as they em-
brace elements of the present.

The cultural practices of tea
workers highlight gender dynamics.
Women play prominent roles in ritu-
als such as Karam, where young
women lead worship. They also sus-
tain culinary traditions and festive
arts. Modern education has opened
new roles for women, particularly in
teaching, but gender inequalities pet-
sist in decision-making and eco-
nomic life.

Identity remains complex.
Plantation workers increasingly speak
Assamese and participate in
Assamese festivals, yet their histori-
cal origins in central and eastern In-
dia remain an important marker of
difference. The result is a layered
identity: simultaneously integrated
into the Assamese mainstream and
distinct from it. Scholars such as Tasa
and Kurmi emphasise that plantation

communities are best understood as
hybrid societies, shaped by centuries
of displacement and adaptation.

The future of plantation cul-
ture is uncertain. Younger genera-
tions show little interest in brewing
haria or wearing traditional clothing,
preferring instead commercial drinks
and modern fashion. Indigenous fes-
tivals face the risk of dilution under
the influence of mainstream culture.

Nevertheless, not all elements
are fading. Folk beliefs, for instance,
are unlikely to disappear entirely.
They may evolve with modern ratio-
nalist influences, but their endurance
demonstrates the adaptability of cul-
tural memory. Similarly, agricultural
rituals may decline in their original
form, yet new forms of symbolic
practice are likely to persist.

What is emerging is neither
wholesale assimilation nor complete
preservation, but a process of nego-
tiation—wherein tea workers selec-
tively adopt elements of modern life
while holding on to meaningful tra-
ditions.

The story of Assam’s tea work-
ers is one of resilience, adaptation,

What is emerging is neither wholesale assimila-
tion nor complete preservation, but a process
of negotiation—wherein tea workers selectively

adopt elements of modern life while holding on
to meaningful traditions.
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and transformation. From their nineteenth-century origins as displaced
labourers to their current role as central actors in India’s tea industry, they
have forged a cultural identity that is both distinctive and dynamic. Food,
dress, festivals, and folklore reveal the complexity of a society negotiating
the pressures of modernity while retaining links to tradition.

Modernisation has brought improvements in health, education, and
agriculture, but it has also introduced forces that threaten the survival of
older practices. What endures is not a frozen culture, but one that adapts
and reinvents itself in response to changing circumstances. In this way, the
plantation workers of Assam embody a broader Indian narrative: the coex-
istence of tradition and transformation in the face of global change.

The story of Assam’s tea workers is therefore not only about labour
and plantations but also about culture, resilience, and transformation. As
long as tea remains India’s emblem on the world stage, the cultural lives of
those who produce it will remain a vital part of the narrative.
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ENGLISH SECTION : ARTICLE

Marami Moni Choudhury

The Life of a Teacher

"The art of teaching is the art of assisting
discovery"- Mark Van Doren

Better than a thousand days of diligent study is
one day with a great teacher. Learning from a truly
great teacher is discovery- not studying. And a
thousand days seem like one day for the inspired pupil.
A good teacher is like a candle- it consumes itself to
light the way for others.

An educators life is a fulfilling blend of purpose
and passion, driven by the desire to shape young

© www.dreamstime.com




minds. Each day is a journey of
growth, continous learning and
meaningful impact.

Key aspects of a teacher’s
life:

— Beyond the Classroom:

Teachers are not just
instructors, they are mentors,
counsellors and cheerleaders, deeply
invested in their students well being
and success.
— Continous Learning:
Teachers are lifelong learners,
constantly updating their knowledge,
exploring
methodologies and adopting to the
ever evolving educational landscape.
— Student Support:
Educators provide individual
support, foster social and individual
skills and help students with diverse
needs and backgrounds.

— Administrative Duties:

new teaching

This include extensive record
keepings, processing paper work and
completing administrative tasks that
can be time consuming,

— Making a difference:

Teachers are lifelong learners,
constantly updating their knowledge,
exploring new teaching
methodologies and adopting to the
ever evolving educational landscape.

Ultimately the life of a teacher
is about making a lasting positive
impact on students’ lives, helping
them reach their full potential and
become responsible, engaged
citizens.

Teachingis a job that needs the
teacher on his feet all day and there’s
often little time for rest. So on top
of being on your feet, the teacher
needs to be keep busy keeping minds
active. Creating creative ways to keep
the students entertained is vital to
making his or her job as teacher
easief.

How to balance life as a
teacher?

— Budget time like he does to
his finances.

— Set physical boundaries.

— Streamline leasson planning.

— Learn to say no.

(Author is an Assitant Professor,
Department of BBA, KCDCC)
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ENGLISH SECTION : ARTICLE

Rebellion Against

Confinement
in the works of
Emily Dickinson
Sudipta Karmakar
Y ¢
Dickinson
American Poet

Emily Dickinson is one of the most enigmatic and original voices of
nineteenth-century American poetry. Emily Dickinson’s poetry is a powerful
testament to the human struggle for freedom in a world filled with
boundaries. Living in nineteenth-century New England, she was often
portrayed as a recluse who confined herself within the walls of her Amherst
home. Yet, this apparent withdrawal was not a sign of surrender but an act
of resistance. Through her poetry, Dickinson rebelled against the many
forms of confinement that shaped her life—social expectations, religious
orthodoxy, mortality, and even literary tradition. Her verses reveal a spirit
determined to transform restriction into imaginative liberation.

One form of confinement Dickinson faced was social and gendered
expectation. Women of her time were largely limited to domestic roles,
defined by marriage and obedience. Dickinson, however, refused these paths
and instead carved her own through writing. Her poem “I’z Nobody! Who
are you?” llustrates her resistance to the pressure of public recognition and
conformity, it captures this resistance with playful irony. Here, Dickinson
ridicules the desire for public identity, equating it to a frog croaking endlessly
for shallow admiration. By embracing “Nobody,” she rebels against the
societal demand for visibility and acceptance. Her celebration of obscurity
becomes a subversive stance, one that denies the power of social confinement
and instead affirms the value of selfhood independent of recognition. This
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resistance also extends to her critique
of gender roles. In “They shut me up in
Prose <, she equates being confined
in prose to being locked in a closet—
an image that reflects both literal
confinement and the cultural
silencing of women.

Religious confinement also
weighed heavily in Dickinson’s world.
New
encouraged strict adherence to
church doctrine and salvation
through collective faith. Dickinson,
however, turned away from formal

England Puritanism

institutions and sought a more
personal connection with the divine.
In “Some keep the Sabbath going to
Church” she imagines an orchard as
her place of worship and a bird as
her chorister. With characteristic wit,
she dismisses the need for priests and
rituals, suggesting that genuine
spirituality lies in private experience.
By rewriting the boundaries of
religious practice, Dickinson resisted
the rigid moral authority that
surrounded her. Mortality itself
another form of
confinement—an inevitable limit to
human life. Yet, Dickinson refused
to see death purely as imprisonment.
Instead, she often reimagined it as a
threshold to eternity. In “Because |
could not stop for Death” she depicts
death as a courteous carriage driver,

presented

guiding her into an immortal journey.
By transforming the fear of death
into acceptance and possibility,

Dickinson rebelled against one of
life’s greatest
reshaping it into a passage of

confinements,

freedom.

Dickinson’s greatest rebellion
came through her poetic style. She
defied traditional rules of rhyme,
punctuation, and structure, using
dashes,
capitalization, and fragmented

unconventional

syntax. These choices challenged
literary norms and allowed her to
explore thought and emotion
without restraint. Her poetry rarely
offers neat conclusions, leaving space
for ambiguity and openness. In this
sense, Dickinson’s form itself enacts
her resistance, refusing to be boxed
in by the conventions of her time.
Emily Dickinson’s works, therefore,
embody a continuous rebellion
against confinement. Whether
against social roles, religious dogma,
the inevitability of death, or the
constraints of poetic form, her
writing speaks to the desire for
freedom in all its dimensions. What
may appear as seclusion in her life
was, in fact, a space of radical
creativity, where boundaries were
questioned
Dickinson’s rebellion did not require

and transformed.

outward revolution; it unfolded in
words, proving that poetry itself can
be a place of liberation.

(Author is an Assitant Professor,
Department of BBA, KCDCC)
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National Education Policy 2020

in Higher Education

Saurabh Singh

There is a saying by Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam which goes like:

“Learning gives creativity

Creativity leads to thinking

Thinking provides knowledge

Knowledge makes you great.”

The words clearly explain that learning is the first pillar for progress.
And where does this come from actually? By reading the lines and learning
memorising them? By practical learning? By actually experiencing things?
Or by learning things from others’ mistakes?

What is the real definition of learning in the above quoted lines?
“Learning is a continuous process if many things amalgamated with each
other.”

This includes not parrot learning but understanding the essence of
the learning, by understanding the reason of why we need to learn, is the
meaning of learning, The consequences namely knowing the pros or cons
of learning is a conservative understanding. Learning needs to have no
objective, but only an inner conscience of doing so.

Concluding the meaning of learning, we can easily catch the essence
of this word education.

Education is a whole set of learning for the clear understanding of
not only books, but also the society, social behaviours, manners, ethics, science
of actions, spirituality and emotions.

It is clear that education we are receiving is not an education. Because
education is a wider term which is not concerned with only exams, but
understanding the way of living is actual education. “Understanding the
actual way of living is education.”

Education is not giving exams and being a graduate holding a degree
for employment but being a person worthy of bearing all the stages/
circumstances is called an educated person.
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This does not suggest to
conclude that being capable of
having a worth to afford all stages
of life only is education. “Education
is an interlinked function.”

Very recently, NEP 2020 for
higher education has been introduced
by the education minister. Many
books have been revised and are
being updated. Students of state
boards whose books were printed as
per 2011 figures have been updated
now.

But the question is: “Were
these policies timely introduced?”
What were the reasons of the delay?
In a nutshell, how long it would take
to see the effects of implementation
of NEP 2020.

NEP 2020, however, has a
darker side also — and the sufferers
are still shouting and urging for a
more flexible change. The thing is
that after higher education the life of
a student takes a major turn. But
government had fixed a very rigid
policy in the name of NEP 2020 for
those students aiming for multiple
professional courses, for which some
of them were preparing during their
higher education.

NEP 2020 has left them keep
suffering and the urges of those are
still unheard. Not only these students
of professional course aspirants but
also many students had to leave their
state for abroad or others for better

employment or worthy experience of
productive learning,

The state’s education policy is
a parrot learning phenomenon.

Unable to find their place in the
market, they need to try for multiple
tields, killing their actual aim for
which they were aspiring. Highly
qualified students also are searching
for government jobs of ' 20,000 or !
40,000 salary every year. Is all their
education worth it?

NEP is not uniform all over the
country. Some states have focused on
practical and skilled-based learning,
while others have just revised and
updated the figures in the books or
just have introduced a new subject
or restrictive guidelines.

Policies are adopted without
face-to-face or actual conversation of
students from all the fields. As a
result of all these un-uniform actions
of the state, there arises educated
unemployment.

In spite of just giving policies
in any name, there should be
introduction of skill-based learning
and practical understanding of
matters. So that the youth could be
prepared enough to struggle in their
lives. I hope such a change will be
followed soon by the government.

(Author is a student of B.Com.,
KCDCC)
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The Alchemist

A Treasure Hunt or
Just a Shepherd’s Existential Crisis?

Md. Yusuf Ahmed Choudhury

Some books entertain. Some books enlighten. And then there’s
The Alchemist, the kind of book that makes you rethink your entire
existence while simultaneously making you wonder if you, too, should
drop everything and become a wandering shepherd. Written by Paulo
Coclho, a Brazilian lyricist turned novelist, The Alchemist isn’t just a
book; it’s a phenomenon. Coelho’s own journey from dabbling in
rock music, experiencing spiritual awakenings, and facing rejection
from publishers to selling over 150 million copies of this book is
almost as mystical as the story itself. The man practically embodies
his own philosophy: dream, believe, and let the universe handle the
rest. But is this novel truly a literary gem, or is it just well -packaged
pseudo -profundity?

Meet Santiago, a young shepherd from Spain who has a recurring
dream about finding treasure near the Egyptian pyramids. Instead
of brushing it off like a normal person (because, you know, dreams
aren’t GPS coordinates), he decides it must be fate. And so, off he
goes selling his sheep and embarking on what can only be described
as the longest, most introspective detour in literary history. Along
the way, he meets: Melchizedek, the Old King — a guy who speaks in
cryptic fortune -cookie wisdom and introduces the idea of a Personal
Legend (which is just a fancy way of saying “your life’s purpose”).

A Crystal Merchant — living proof that procrastination is the
real villain in most people’s lives.

The Englishman —a walking TED Talk on alchemy, who spends
more time reading about magic than actually doing anything magical.

Fatima — the love interest whose entire role is to look pretty in
the desert and say, “Go fulfil your destiny, my love.” Thanks, I guess?

B | SIS AT | 50



The Alchemist — the Yoda of
the novel, who finally gives Santiago
the push he needs to stop
overthinking and just go get the
damn treasure already.

If The Alchemist had a resume,
it would list “Chief Supplier of
Instagram Captions” under its
accomplishments. Coelho basically
weaponizes quotes:

“When you want something, all
the universe conspires in helping you
to achieve it.”

“People are capable, at any time
in their lives, of doing what they
dream of.”

“The secret of life, though, is
to fall seven times and get up eight.”

Beautiful? Absolutely.
Revolutionary? Not really. It’s a book
that tells you what you already know
deep down but in a way that makes
it sound like ancient wisdom. It’s
philosophy -lite, spirituality for
beginners , a comforting nudge that
maybe, just maybe, your dreams
aren’t as ridiculous as they seem.

For all its poetic brilliance, The
Alchemist has its fair share of eye -
roll moments.

1. The Universe Is Your BFF?
— Look, believing in destiny is great
and all, but the idea that everything
aligns perfectly for those who “truly
want it” is a little naive. Ask any
struggling artist, overworked student,
or underpaid worker .
sometimes, the universe is just a

I mean

passive observer at best.

2. Fatima’s Whole Existence —
She’s essentially the desert’s most
supportive girlfriend, waiting around
while Santiago goes off to live his
best life. Did she have a Personal
Legend? We'll never know because
the book never cares enough to ask.

3. The Predictable Plot Twist
— Spoiler alert: The treasure was back
home the whole time. Yep, Santiago
spends years traveling, almost dies
multiple times, and in the end, the
message is basically: “Sometimes,
what you seek is right where you
started.” Profou nd?
Frustrating? You bet.

Overrated? Maybe. Worth
Reading?

Absolutely. Here’s the deal that
The Alchemist is not a book you read
for the plot. It’s a book you read for
the feeling. It’s the kind of story that
hits differently depending on where

Sure.

you are in life. At 16, it’s mind -
blowing. At 25, it’s thought -
provoking. At 40, it’s validating, And
at 60, you’ll probably just nod and
say, “Yep, knew that all along” It
makes you pause, reflect, and maybe,
just maybe, take a step toward the life
you actually want. So, should you
read it? Absolutely. Will it change
your life? That depends on are you
just reading it, or are you actually
listening?

(Author is a student of B.Com.,
KCDCC)
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ENGLISH SECTION : SHORT STORY

GUEST.COLOUMN

The Road Not Taken

Prasurya Prem Garg

He ran fast... and frequently looked behind...
looking for him. Was be following him? This thought made
him run even faster. As he ran down the dusty road,
dilapidated after a busy Sunday market, his feet began to
ache, he felt woozy. Rain started to pour drop by drop.
He could feel them on his hands, his forehead. A raindrop
fell on his forehead and trickled down his neck, taking
the path behind his ears, giving him a reeling, cooling,
goose-bumpy sensation, the same as Chandramukhi, his
mother, felt. As he focused on the raindrop, he stumbled
over a stone and fell down... all alone... no one to help
him. Hunger and fear began to reign over his face. He
was so weak that he couldn’t run. Dark, gloomy clouds
filled the sky. The rain soon grew into a thunderstorm.
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So, he decided to shelter under the
tin extension of a jewellery shop, as

the owner had gone for lunch.

He began to think of his
parents and his brother. “T'hey all died
due to a serious disease,” said Ramu
Kaka. Cholera, exactly. He thought
of cholera as a marvellous word to
pronounce, an English word. Ko-/e-
ra, not Cho-le-ra. He cautioned
himself just as Meera cautioned him.
He never remembered his parents or
his brothers after their separation...
he was too young to understand. He
only thought of them as a happy
family in a home, a happy place, not
a dreadful place like Ramu Kaka’s
house.

It was a cold and windy
December night. The people were all
warm and cosy beneath their
blankets. It was a day of utmost joy
and happiness for Chandramukhi
and Uday as a ray of hope, a new
beginning — Megh was born. He was
named Megh as megh (the clouds)

They applied a circular patch
of kohl on Megh’s forehead
to protect him from the eyes
of evil spirits. Little did they
know about the rage and fury
of destiny. That rage and
tury which was more
harmful than the evil spirits.

resembled the fearless, a shower of
happiness. That day neither he nor
his parents knew about their ill fate...
but they seemed very contented.
Unconditional love was what Megh
received that day. People came to visit
their house to give blessings to the
newborn with sweets, honey, clothes,
etc. They applied a circular patch of
kohl on Megh’s forehead to protect
him from the eyes of evil spirits.
Little did they know about the rage
and fury of destiny. That rage and
fury which was more harmful than
the evil spirits. Younger gitls and boys
came to their house to take little
Megh on their lap, laughing their
hearts out, when Megh would
chuckle and kick and move his legs
as if he was paddling a bicycle. All
loved them. They loved all.

Like other children, when
Megh grew up, he too played with
the village boys. They would play
cricket, gilli-danda, and what not.
Every afternoon their chuckles and
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giggles would rent the air. Megh
studied in the government primary
school in their village. At school too
Megh was a brilliant student.

Life is not always full of
happiness.

When Surya was twelve and
Megh was three, their father passed
away suddenly in his sweet sleep.
From then on, they were totally
dependent on their crops and their
cows’ milk.

The cheerful sun went offstage
as the storm clouds gathered in the
sky. The cheerful sun loved the way
the children played merrily near the
riverbank — laughing, jumping,
falling, not minding the innumerable
wounds they’d got on their knees.
But, as those gloomy, fearful storm
clouds gathered in the sky, the wide
smiles on the children’s faces began
to narrow. Fear reigned on their faces,
defeating happiness. Immediately,
they began to run, leaving their game
half done, for they had a fear — a
fear of being drowned or getting lost
in the angry, furious waters of the
devastating flood. Megh, then eight,
was also there among those children
on whose faces fear reigned. Megh
too ran past the green fields, past
Ramu Kaka’s house, past the yellow
mustard fields, but there was silence
all around...
disturbing...

silence which was

Megh reached his house, but
the house too wore a deserted look
and a disturbing silence. Junu, Munu
and Runu were seated quietly in order
in their cowshed, for they were cows
and could not enter the house even
during rains. He ran to the kitchen
and, finding no one there, he feared
the worst. They took bher... “They’, the
village men, took his mother
Chandramukhi.

It was true that Chandramukhi
was the daughter of a black magician.
It was also true that she did not know
anything about tantras or mantras or
black magic.

Megh’s village had been
affected by a cholera pandemic. No
one knew the cause. The entire village
of fifty houses had at least one
cholera case in each house... except
for Chandramukhi’s family. A
coincidence, supposedly.

The village men organised a
meeting about Chandramukhi’s
wicked plan of wiping out the village.
In the meeting, keeping in view the
situation and the people’s viewpoint
and the ‘proofs’ suggested, finally it
was decided and confirmed that
Chandramukhi was a witch... a real
witch. They planned that in mid-
afternoon, they would go to
Chandramukhi’s house and drag her
out.

So, as planned, they went to
Chandramukhi’s

house.

T | =@ R | 54



Chandramukhi and Surya were alone
in their house. Suddenly the screams
of the villagers rent out in the air:
“You witch... come out!” “Wow we all know
about your secrets!”” “Chandramukhi, come
out!” A shocked Chandramukhi
trembled with fear at the sound of
the villagers. She was confused, and
this time, as the dark gloomy storm
clouds reigned over the sky, fear
reigned over Chandramukhi’s happy
and ever cheerful face. She came out
of her house, rubbing her hands
against her clothes.

“What happened?”
Chandramukhi asked in a calm tone.
Out all of
admonishments from the villagers.

came sorts
One said she was a witch. But
Chandramukhi could not decipher
the situation. She was nonplussed.
Their conversations continued. Some
argued, some didn’t. But all were
there with the same aim.
Chandramukhi by then was drenched
to the skin by exudate, fear, rain and
infamy. She had been accused of
being a witch. The villagers argued
but this time she didn’t, because she
was never ready for such a situation.
Never in her reveries was she ready
for this.

On the other hand, Surya
argued on her behalf. She had a
hallucinating feeling. She had a
reeling, cooling, goose-bumpy
sensation, the same as Megh would

experience. She could feel a big hand
clutching her arms. The hand was
warm, but that warmth was not a sign
of love but a sign of sheer brutality.
She could entirely feel the hand —
the thumb, the index, the middle, the
ring all clutched her and left a red
patch on her arms... but the little
finger was shying away... probably it
knew what its mates were doing
wasn’t correct. Another hand
grabbed her from behind. She tried
to loosen herself, but in vain. She
couldn’t. Someone pushed Surya
hard. He fell down and couldn’t get
up. She was dragged out of the
house. No one picked her up.
Instead, they dragged and took her
away... where? No one knew... no one
cared to find...

Now Surya and Megh were
orphans, no one to look after them
and care for them. No question of
relatives, because they did not know
them, for reasons unknown. By this
time, Surya received a scholarship, an
opportunity to study in the city. He
cared for his brother but he couldn’t
miss the opportunity either. Ramu
Kaka, the village merchant, with his
wily smirk, entered the room and
asked Megh if he would stay with
him. Megh knew Ramu Kaka since
his childhood. He could trust him.
Megh blinked his eyes to say yes’, and
a teardrop trembled down his left
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cheek. Ramu Kaka took Megh to his
house.

Never Judge a Book by Its
Cover—

Ramu Kaka, with his utmost
love, ushered Megh inside his house.
There was a sweet fragrance amidst
the damp smell in the room where
Megh was asked to sit. It was almost
evening, so Meera, Ramu Kaka’s
fifteen-year-old daughter, gave Megh
a glass of milk. Megh was treated
with utmost love and care. At night,
Gauri Kaki, Ramu Kaka’s wife,
served Megh rice, fish with bottle
gourd curry and brinjal fry — Megh’s
favourite dishes. And slowly Megh
started to like it there in Ramu Kaka’s
house. His bed was made ready by
Meera. Megh instantaneously went
into deep slumber. At about
midnight, the moonlight fell on
Megh’s face and gave him a divine
lustre. Probably it gave Megh the
power to fight the situations he would
face from the next day onwards. A

cold zephyr blew by and seemed to
caress Megh'’s forehead. Probably the
zephyr knew that Megh would not

receive such a caress from the next
day.

The next day dawned and
Megh was still asleep. Gauri Kaki
entered the room and a look of great
bitterness swept across her face. She
dragged Megh out of his bed. Megh
was dumbstruck, speechless and
shocked. Gauri Kaki handed him a
broom and ordered him to start
sweeping. Megh’s lips, still trembling
with fear, asked her, “What about my
school? 1] be late.”

“No school for you from today... youl]
stay here and work for me.”

“But Ramu Kaka said that...”

“Yes, I know that... otherwise youd
never come here to work. I always needed a
helper to help in my never-ending housebold
chores and someone like you whom I can
order to do everything. Now that you are
here, youll have to do everything from
sweeping to washing clothes and utensils and
cooking. EVERYTHING.
UNDERSTOOD? Now stop crying and
start. START.”

Megh, who had never drunk a
glass of water by himself, started to

The next day dawned and
Megh was still asleep.
Gauri Kaki entered the
room and a look of great
bitterness swept across
her face.
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sweep. He could not do anything
properly. And for every mistake, he
was rewarded with a slap from Gauri
Kaki. At last, Megh was exempted
from cooking because he cooked
awfully tasteless food. Gauri Kaki
could not compromise with food.

This continued for years on
end. Megh worked all day without
food, because Gauti Kaki served him
with leftovers which he could not eat.
At night, Megh would sob and his
pillow would be wet with teardrops.
Meera was a bit compassionate
towards Megh. She would hide some
food and bring it to him secretly
without Gauri Kaki’s knowledge.
Soon, Megh became an expert in all
household work. No more slaps from
Gauri Kaki. But he always thought
of the day when his brother went to
the city. If he had persuaded him to
take him, Surya would have had a talk
with the authorities for another
scholarship for his brother... what
Megh dreamt... what he became...

That day, he decided to take
this step. He had to take this step...
he would run away... where? No one
knew...

So, at the crack of dawn, Megh
ran away. He ran and ran and
frequently looked behind for Ramu
Kaka... was he following him? Atlast,
he reached the jeweller’s shop. The
jeweller came back from his lunch
and saw Megh. He at once ushered

him inside the jewellery shop. He
asked one of his employees to bring
Megh a paratha. Megh ate that
paratha which was stuffed with
potato with sauce. Sauce was
something which he tasted for the
first time. He liked the sweet and
tangy flavour of the sauce. After
some time, the jeweller clutched
Megh’s fist and took him outside his
shop. The fist was hot and his body
was cold. The jeweller was talking
with a person. When Megh lifted up
his head, he had a woozy feeling, an
uncomfortable nervousness which
seemed to have originated from his
stomach. It was Ramu Kaka, who
was standing there. He had come to
take Megh. Then, he clutched Megh’s
fistand in a sense dragged him. Megh
gave a final look to the jeweller with
his tearful eyes. The look spoke alot...
They walked towards their house
silently...
disturbing, because Megh knew what
Gauri Kaki would do to him. The rest
of the day he kept thinking of the
other road he could take... but he
didn’t... The road not taken.

silence which was

(Author is a student of Cotton
University, and this short story was specially
selected by the judges in the first Annual
Inter-College and University Short Story
Competition organized during the College
Week 2025 of K.C. Das Commerce
College.)
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Fleurs!
Arjun Das

Towards what? The eerie of dark
snap?

To the vivid lagoon?

Or perhaps, to the honey yard of
Nirvana!

What’s so evet! Does the deed matter?
I got you! In the rhythm of gloom.

Towards what? The lonesome pass
through?

Uh, as it were the bliss in the pastel of
starry Tran,

Of the ace endorses, it perhaps
mounts to the realm of fleur!

What’s so ever! Does the thing ever
concerns?

I got yours cutls! Floating in the dew
ages and ages,

Yet where you dwelll? Or perhaps in
the altar of fleur.

(Poet is a student of B.com, KCDCC)

TLove is like a flame
It can warm
your heart

ENGLISH SECTION : POEMS

Towards what? The lone-
some pass through?

Uh, as it were the bliss in the
pastel of starry Tran,

What is Love?
Abhigyan Paul

Love?

Love is like a smile

It can brighten up your day
But it can also cause pain
When it doesn’t go your way

Love is like a flame

It can warm your heart

But it can also cause a tornado
Of emotions when it’s torn apart

Love is also like a book
It has many pages
And each page has a story to tell

Of love, pain & strength as well
So when you’re feeling down
And love isn’t going your way

Remember that love is also a source
of strength

And it’s worth fighting for each day.
(Poet is a student of B.com, KCDCC)
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Where Childhood Lives : School
Vidhi Sharma

There is no place better to know

The value of life and how to grow

This place is filled with memories gleeful
Memories of some awesome people

It taught me the meaning of life
And how in every battle, I must strive It taught me the meaning of
And for all the times, I was lost in life life

And how in every battle, I

b

It told me how I can win over the prob- .
) must strive

lem, and survive

And yes, the years must go

But the love I have for this place I will

show

And there will be no better place for fun

My school is filled with teachers, my

friends, and everyone.

(Poet is a student of HS, KCDCC)

Blue Butterfly Watercolor art by Olga Shvartsur
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ACTIVITIES OF LITERARY FORUM (2024-25)

10™ August 2024: Inauguration of Drasta- 7th Edition

The Literary Forum of K.C. Das Commerce Col-
lege successfully organized and published the
online edition of Drasta Magazine on 10th Au-
gust 2024 through the college website. The event
aimed to provide students with a creative plat-
form to express themselves through poetry, prose,
and other literary forms, embracing multiple lan-
guages and artistic mediums. By encouraging the
sharing of diverse literary traditions, the initiative
fostered cultural exchange and cross-cultural un-
derstanding among students. The magazine not
only enhanced creativity and innovation but also
helped students improve their language and writ-
ing skills through practice and peer engagement.
The integration of visual art, photography, and
performance alongside written pieces enriched the
content and allowed for wider artistic explora-
tion. The event created stronger connections
within the student community, bringing together
individuals from different cultural and linguistic
backgrounds to collaborate on creative projects.
As a result, students developed greater cultural
awareness and appreciation for literary diversity,
strengthening unity within the campus. Partici-
pation levels were notably higher, with increased
enthusiasm for literary activities, readings, and
events linked to the magazine. Overall, Drasta
Magazine has established itself as a meaningful
tradition, recognizing emerging talent while pro-
moting creativity, diversity, and community, leav-
ing a lasting impact on the literary culture of the
college.
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21* February 2025: International Mother Language Day

The Literary Forum of K.C. Das Com-
merce College organized the celebration
of International Mother Language Day
on 21st February 2025 in Conference
Hall-2 of the college, from 10:00 AM to
11:00 AM. Conducted in offline mode,
the event focused on promoting aware-
ness about the significance of preserv-
ing linguistic and cultural diversity, while
also creating a space for students to prac-
tice spontaneous expression and enhance
their critical thinking abilities. The high-
light of the program was an extempore
speech competition that encouraged par-
ticipants to articulate their views on rel-
evant topics without prior preparation.
A total of 12 students and 12 teachers
participated, making the event lively and
interactive. The students showcased their
ability to think quickly and speak effec-
tively, reflecting not only confidence but
also a deep appreciation of the impor-
tance of their mother tongues. The pres-
ence of esteemed judges from diverse
disciplines, Dr. Upasana Chakravarty
(Economics) and Hira Jyoti Sharma (In-
formation Technology), added richness
to the evaluation process. The recogni-
tion of Shobhana Kabray, Vidhi Sharma,
and Akash Roy as the top three winners
further encouraged student participation
in future literary activities. By combin-
ing competition with inclusivity, the event
left a lasting impact, reinforcing cultural
pride and supporting skill development
among the college community.
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21 May 2025: Anti-Terrorism Day observed
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The Literary Forum of K.C. Das Commerce College, in collaboration with IQAC,
organized a speech competition on the theme of Anti-Terrorism on 21st May
2025 at Conference Hall-2. Conducted in offline mode at 1:00 PM, the event
aimed at raising awareness among students about the devastating effects of ter-
rorism on society and the importance of fostering peace, harmony, and national
integrity. With a total of 76 participants, including 53 students and 23 teachers,
the program turned into a vibrant and thought-provoking platform. Students de-
livered speeches highlighting the urgent need to combat terrorism through unity,
tolerance, and respect, while also stressing the values of coexistence and demo-
cratic responsibility. The competition not only allowed participants to enhance
their public speaking and critical
thinking skills but also helped in
cultivating leadership qualities and
empathy. The event proved highly
impactful as it inspired students to
become ambassadors of peace and
encouraged civic engagement
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gaged enthusiastically, reflecting a
shared commitment to promoting
social cohesion and harmony. Overall, the program reinforced the college’s role
in shaping socially aware and responsible citizens, setting a strong example of
collective unity against terrorism and violence.
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Ex-Editors of

DRASTA

B Dr. Radhey Shyam Tiwari (2004)

B Dr. Dipak Barman (2005)

B Dr. Prarthana Barua (2000)

B Dr. Shrabani Bhadra (2007)

B Dr. Swapna Smriti Mahanta (2009)

B Archana Bora & Purnima Singh (2022)

B Kalpana Dutta Dhar & Chinmayi Das (2023)
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